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Abstract

REVISITING “NATION” AND “NATIONALISM ™ AS A
FRAMEWORK OF REFERENCE FOR EXAMINING THE MEMORY

STRUGGLE OVER THE MARCH 1°" MOVEMENT

YANG HYUNHYE (YANG, HYUN HYE)

Celebrating the 100" anniversary of the March 1* Movement, recent
scholarship has been focusing on the diverse “memories” of the movement,
emphasizing their different frameworks of reference such as the Cold War
ideology, democratization, gender politics, Christian values, and so on.
However, the existing literature has seldom examined the March 1% memories
from the perspectives of “nation” or “nationalism.” It might not be so
surprising, given that the epistemic foundation of the March 1% studies
in South Korea has been changed from anti-communist and conservative
nationalism in the pre-1980s to more popular democratic or “minjung”-based
nationalism in the 1980s and 1990s and to post-nationalism after the 2000s.
Nevertheless, rather than simply neglecting and rejecting the importance
of nation/nationalism in interpreting plural March 1* memories, this article
argues that critically reviewing it can be more productive in terms of
understanding the broader and ongoing possibilities as well as limits of
nation/nationalism. To support this argument, this article analyzes four
different memories and meanings of the March 1" movement: Ham

Seok-heon’s understandings of the movement in the colonial years; Tokyo
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Asahi Shimbun’s editorial reports on the movement; and the post-colonial
history textbooks in South and North Korea. In so doing, this article concludes
that while continuing to “post-nationalize” the March 1* memories, engage
with and rely on more “universal” values that seems more inclusive than
nationalism, or mine hitherto unspoken individual or fragmented memories,
we should ponder upon whether or not and why we should exclude
nation/nationalism in our future-oriented discussions on various meanings

of the March 1" movement and what the potentials and costs would be.

Key Words :March 1* Movement, Memory struggle, Nation and nationalism, Ham
Seok-heon, Tokyo Asahi Shimbun, History textbooks in South and North Korea
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