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Abstract

CURRENT STATUS AND PROBLEMS OF RESEARCH ON STONE
MATERIALS IN KOREAN ARCHAEOLOGY

Y1 Kisuna (Y1, Kr Sung)

Many researchers are aware of the importance of research on stone
materials in archaeology in Korea and a variety of studies on stone materials
are under progress targeting prehistoric times, historical times, and
stone-built cultural properties, although it is not within the scope of
archacology. These studies in each field are similar in terms of
methodologies, which involve identification of stone materials, investigation
of rock environment in the surrounding area based on geological maps,
field surveys, and estimation of production area. However, the analysis
methods at each analytical phase differ according to the study subject
and purpose. All of these analyses are conducted by geologists, and hence,
in many cases, archaeological researchers specializing in each era are not
fully aware of the methodology. In the research of polished stone tools
in the Bronze Age, for example, identification of stone materials through
visual observation of weathered surfaces is the same for the study of
stone-built cultural properties. Compared to than Bronze Age archeology,
however, which is limited to estimating the stone production area, rock
studies searching for stone materials used in the repair and restoration

of stone-built cultural properties require more rigor in the analysis. Diverse



gmnaste] A4 7 AR A

methods are being tested, aiming at overcoming the limitations of visual
observation, which can be applied to the study on stone material of Bronze
Age. This study examined the methodology and case studies of stone material
research focusing on the Bronze Age, the historical era, and stone-built
cultural properties, and investigated the research problems separately as

well as the mutual applicability.

Key Words : archaeology, stonee materials, stone-built cultural properties, identification of

stone materials, estimating of origin area



