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Abstract

A STUDY ON NORTH KOREA'S MAKING OF THE Inmin( AR )
AND EMOTIONAL POLITICS : FOCUSING ON THE RESIDENTS OF

THE NEW LIBERATION AREA

HauN MonicA (HAHN, MONICA)

This article examines the North Korea's making of the [nmim AJ) in
terms of emotional politics. This analyzes the emotional languages and
narrative structure appearing in the North Korean Workers Party newspaper
“Kaeseong Newspaper” published in the “New Liberation Area” and
characterizes the public emotions of North Koreans.

The North Korean government controlled not only the people of North
Korea, but their emotions. The emotions around certain subjects were either
raised or suppressed; for example, the hostility toward the United States,
the feelings of disgrace and disappointment over the experience of Rhee
Seung-man's regime, and the happiness and honor of sharing an identity
as the North Korean people. There was a hierarchy among these emotions
with the highest level of emotion being happiness and honor. The descriptions
of emotions themselves, such as 'burning hostility', 'a shameful past that
raches like a sore bones', and 'happiness that feels like warm tears,' have
always been associated with physical feelings. This means that the association
with a particular subject does not simply create emotion but leads to an

immediate physiological reaction. Almost all the space and media in which
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propaganda and agitation had spread were the fields of emotional politics.
North Korea has made individuals with complex emotions and various
backgrounds in the New Liberation Area a “emotional community” with

a “unified mind” for all North Koreans.

Key Words : Inmin( A %), Emotional Community, Hostility, Fear, Shame, Sadness, Happiness,

Honor, Propaganda and Agitation, Korean War
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