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Abstract

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CATEGORY OF ‘SINGLEHOOD AND
ITS CONTRADICTORY OPERATION IN THE COLONIAL CHOSON

: BETWEEN A FAILURE AND A CHOICE

Junag Jryouna (Jung, Ji YOUNG)

In July 1, 1923, the “principle of legal marriage” was declared in ChosOn
under the Japanese colonial rule. The institution of martriage centered on
the married couple was thus created. At the same time, the discourse which
idealized “small families” formed by love marriage was being constructed.

I

In contrast to the ideal of a “sweet home,” the “unmarried” status was
discussed as unstable and abnormal. However, “small family” was
contradictory to the “patrilineal household registration system.” Moreover,
it was difficult to secure the financial conditions to have the modern “sweet
home” in the colonized ChosGn. A new category, “singlehood,” appeared
in this context where neither love nor marriage was easy to achieve. This
study examines the processes in which the discourse on “singlehood” was
constructed, focusing on the ways in which the incidents related to
“singlehood,” “single persons,” “old maids,” and “old bachelors” were
reported in newspapers and magazines. The unmarried people were made
visible in relation to short life expectancy, frequent illnesses, depression,

and suicides. They were constructed as the Other of the “married.” On

the other hand, singlehood and single life were envied as the new modern
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lifestyle. While the category of “singlehood” was established as the Other
of marriage, it was also a new option which made cracks to the marriage
system without being caught in the contradictory relationship of “married

couple of patrilineal small family.”

Key Words : Discourse on Singlehood, Monogamy, Old Maid, Old Bachelor, Married
Couple, Small Family, Love, Marriage, Single Apartment
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