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Abstract

STUDY OF A KOREAN SWORD GIFT IN LATE JOSEON DYNASTY

CHO, HYUK SANG

Across the all ages and the nations of the world, a sword has been known as a recognition
and symbol of authority. A sword is personal basic weapon for killing the enemy. By
having sword, a person has the authority to choose the enemy’s life and death.

Giving a sword as gift means one who receive it, that person can gain great authority
to fight foreign enemies and evil ones. They also believed sword has similar effect as
an amulet that can protect person from monsters and evil creatures.

In the Korean Sword literature, A sword of the used for demolish foreign enemies
and evil ones are known as an UiGeom(z5#] - Sword of justice). And an amulet sword
which protects owner from monsters and evil creatures are known as an ShinGeom(ji) -
Amulet Sword to avert evils). A sword as a gift contains these two aspects and after
they are given to the new owner, it becomes a SuyangGeom({&#5%] : Swords to improve
spiritual culture). These three images of Korean sword ; UiGeom, ShinGeom, and
SuyangGeom helps to understand Korean sword culture and to analyze gift swords by
types.

This paper analyzed a gift of swords in Korea by types. ‘Domestic sword gift” shows
a sword gift between relatives or a military officer. ‘Global sword gift’ indicates a friendship
and an official presents between Korea and China. These helps to understand a Korean

sword culture and a Korean Sword literature.

Key Word : a sword, a korean sword gift, UiGeom(z#] : Sword of justice), ShinGeom(jil
# . Amulet Sword to avert evils), SuyangGeom({&##) : Sword to improve spiritual culture),

a Korean sword culture, a Korean Sword literature
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